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 Parties (1MSP) to the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
ovember 2010 at Donchan Palace Hotel in Vientiane. 

cipated in this convention, including 43 that have ratified 

The convention of 1MSP involved more than 110 countries and 
international organizations, which looked like <Parade of the racial>. I 
recognized strongly marks of the dispute are still remained with various 
suffering shapes. 

Most of UXO affected countries are too poor to dispose UXOs with their 
own government. As a result, they need a long term and continuous support 
and assistance by human power basically. 

 

Mr. Junichi KUROKAWA                                                                             
Representative for JMAS in Lao PDR. 
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many visitors from foreign countries who went to Xieng 
nity to say CLEARLY: “We should remove all cluster 
aos but also from all over the world.” 

 

Members of Japan’s mass media visited the UXO Clearance Program in 
Laos through a cooperate effort by JMAS and UXO Lao. Seeing is, indeed, 
believing. I can only think of the buzz of interest they expressed after 
visiting Phonsavan and surroundings in Xien Khouang Province for three 
days from 6 to 8 October, with cordial assistance of JMAS (Japan Mine 
Action Service) in Laos.   

In the past I have been dispatched to several conflict areas, such as Bosnia, 
Kosovo, and Zaire where grenades, shells, land mines, and cluster bombs 
were everyday business. Nevertheless I never thought of their aftermath. …  
I never thought of spotting so many unexploded ordinances (UXO). And 
indeed these UXO have kept local people vulnerable and marginalized. I 
was so impressed by the devoted work done by staff from UXO Lao. They 
work systematically and diligently. Thus, it was not surprising to see how 
their activities have been effective. This is made possible -- I strongly 
believe – by JMAS senior experts/advisors; they are very professional and 
passionate in providing technical assistance. Indeed, there is a long way to 
go, but I am confident that JMAS and UXO Lao are surely moving toward 
the ultimate goal: a world without UXOs. 

 

Mr. Takeshi FUJITANI,                                                                                  
Senior South/Southeast Correspondent and Bangkok Bureau Chief,         
The Asahi Shimbun (one of Japanese biggest newspaper companies) 
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Representative’s Determination after 1MSP 
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UXO Shake Japanese Journalist’s Heart 
Please let us have your comments. Contact details above
Topic 1!  First Meeting of State Parties to the Convention 

on Cluster Munitions  in Vientiane 
Topic 2: The 1MSP concerning activities   

in Xieng Khuoang 
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